PATHWAYS TO
PARTNERSHIP

1)> it

TEACHING OUTLINE

I. INTRODUCTION

e Hook: Highlight the profound opportunity we have to bring new life to dying
churches through partnership

e Share a story of partnership.

e Main Idea: Why Healthy churches should partner with struggling churches for
God's glory

FIVE REASONS FOR PARTNERSHIP

1. Partnership is Biblical
e Key Scripture: Philippians 1:3-5 - Paul's partnership with Philippi
e Biblical Examples:
e Acts 8: Jerusalem sending help to Samaria
o 1Corinthians 4 & Philippians 2: Short-term mission teams

o Acts 11: Antioch helping Judean churches during famine

Il. Partnership Displays God-Glorifying Unity
e Scripture Support:
o 1 Corinthians 1:10 - Call for unity
o 1Peter 3:8 - Unity of mind

o Psalm 133:1 - Beauty of unity



o John 17:20-21 - Jesus' prayer for unity

/1. Partnership Brings Encouragement and Hope
e Address the exhaustion in struggling churches

¢ Remind them that Jesus has a plan for their church

IV. Partnership Restores Gospel Witness
e Challenge: Many declining churches have lost community impact
e Goal: Restore churches as gospel lighthouses

e Great Commission Focus (Matthew 28:19-20)

V. Partnership Provides Greater Joy
e Personal testimony of joy in revitalization

e Spirit-empowered partnerships

Conclusion
e Reminder: Jesus promises to be with us and empower us
e Call to Action: Will you pursue partnership with declining churches?

e -Challenge leaders to engage the Becoming a Sending Church Quick Start
Guide
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