FALLING IN LOVE WITH
JESUS (AGAIN)

1» B‘Q‘:.',tB 8- Week Sermon Series

INTRODUCTION

These sermon outlines can be used as “stand alone” sermons or in a series on
this topic. This should be done as the Lord leads, anytime during the year or in
a season of need specific to your church’s context.

However, they were originally created with the “50 Days of Falling in Love
with Jesus (Again)” devotional material in mind. This material also allows you
the opportunity to use the workshop sessions effectively in an on-going
weekly format, instead of a one-time or weekend retreat setting.

If you use these resources in conjunction with each other, the first two
weeks of devotionals should be used before you start the four sessions of the
workshop materials. This enables your message each week to speak to the
topic addressed in the devotionals and in the workshop session for that
particular week. The two Sunday sermons after the workshop allow you to
conclude the series with follow up and celebration emphases. An illustrated
schedule is given below.
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Remember: these sermons are simply templates and outlines to get you
started and to see—from our perspective—how you can build a more
comprehensive, focused, church-wide strategy on reclaiming your first love
with Jesus. We are praying God uses these materials in your hands and hearts

for His glory.

FIRST LOVE SERIES

Understanding Love (1 Corinthians 13)

Prioritizing Love (Luke 10:25-37)

Remembering Love (1 Corinthians 11:23-26) - Lord’s Supper?
Repenting of Abandoned Love (Luke 5:1-11)

Repenting as a Church Family (1 John 4:7-21)

Renewing our Love (John 21:1-19)

Celebrating Renewed Love (Revelation 2:1-7)

Celebrating the Giver of Love (Philippians 1:9-11)
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WEEK ONE
UNDERSTANDING LOVE: 1 CORINTHIANS 13

(If used in conjunction with leading a 4-week workshop, preach this 2 weeks
before the workshop begins.)

This passage was not originally written to speak of romantic love or to be
used at weddings. Rather, it’s original intent was to lead members of the
church in Corinth to recognize the value of God’s “agape” love (the original
language word used of God’s kind of love), above and beyond that of any
spiritual gift we receive from God. It is central to all we are to be and to do in
our life of following and serving Jesus. Paul wants the church in Corinth to
recognize that the conflicts and pride they are dealing with would not be
problems for them, if they were living according to this kind of love.

THESIS — God’s kind of love is greater than any power on earth. He gives
it to us. We must share it with others.

1. THE SUPERIORITY OF LOVE (VV. 1-3)

In these verses, the apostle Paul reminds us of many things our culture values
highly: eloquence, knowledge, even ultimate altruism. All of these things are
good; but God looks also on the heart. And if these are done without love,
they have no genuine and lasting value. The motives are suspect and the
outcomes deceptive. If not careful, we make love’s impact about ourselves,
rather than others or the God who gave His love to us all.

2. THE DESCRIPTION OF LOVE (VV. 4-8)

Paul here recognizes the difficulty in defining God’s “agape” love; instead he
describes it. More than fifteen words or phrases are used to describe the
comprehensive and complete nature of this love. Each of these words have
facets of meaning into the depths and riches of God’s perfect love. In the end,
everything the world offers pales in significance to the love of God, because
nothing else is perfect.

3. THE ACTIVITY OF LOVE (VV. 9-13)

The apostle concludes this discussion by reminding us that everything else
falls short of God’s love; it is a dim reflection of the wonder of God and what



He desires to do in each of us, His followers. He wants us to grow to maturity

in this love and to know it fully, even as we are fully known by God. In the final

analysis, love endures, abides, and is eternal; thus, it surpasses other gifts God

has or will ever give us. We need to value love, and not take it for granted. God
is love; in fact, we love because He first loved us.



WEEK TWO
PRIORITIZING LOVE: LUKE 10:25-37

(If used in conjunction with leading a 4-week workshop, preach this 1 week
before the workshop begins.)

This well-known parable is the result of a question asked by a religious leader
to Jesus regarding the greatest commandment of all. Jesus responds with a
largely accepted view of his own day that the “Shema” of Deuteronomy 6:4 is
the greatest (“Love the LORD your God with all...”). But Jesus goes on to add
a second command that He says is like the previous one: to love our neighbor
as ourselves (from Leviticus 19:18). The connection between these two
commands is important, for it tells us that our love for God is tied to—and
demonstrated by—our love for “our neighbor.”

THESIS - Love should motivate us to overcome any obstacle or barrier for
the benefit of others. We must love them as Christ loved us.

1. THE NEED IN EVERY LIFE (30)

At some point in every life, we encounter difficulties. For example, people may
mistreat us, we may suffer loss, or we may encounter dangers to our health
(all seen in this parable). In fact, on every pew people are wrestling with
needs, issues, and concerns. We need to recognize this not just in our own
lives, but in the lives of others God brings across our path. The intersection of
our lives with the needs of others may in fact be divine appointments
orchestrated by God.

2. THE CHALLENGES FOR OUR ATTENTION (31-32)

Inevitably, something else will cry out for our attention, especially if we
encounter a need or struggle in someone’s life of which we were previously
unaware. Previous priorities, including religion in this passage, may actually
show themselves to be excuses not to demonstrate the love of Christ to others
who are in need. Loving others should be at the top of our list of responses to
the opportunities that come our way.



3. THE EMPHASIS ON COMPASSION (33-34)

Compassion shows the character of your heart. It prioritizes action toward the
life of another over simply talking about it. It demonstrates the love of Christ
through your life for others to see. It is attentive to needs and affords
resources to assist those who may not be able to help themselves.

4. GOING THE EXTRA MILE (35-37)

God’s “agape” love goes beyond what’s expected or anticipated. It looks for
continuing ways to bless others for God’s glory. It relies on the reality that God
will take care of you when you prioritize the love of God in your own life, even
when it costs you something in return or may seem to threaten your life. It
trusts God to turn every potential obstacle into an opportunity for Him to
shine.



WEEK THREE
REMEMBERING LOVE: 1 CORINTHIANS 11:23-26

(If used in conjunction with leading a 4-week workshop, preach this the week
the workshop begins.)

This passage in the midst of Paul’s first letter to the church at Corinth is
written to address abuses in the Communion experience that were happening
in the church. In the midst of the apostle’s discussion, he uses his own
experience and previous teaching as a reminder of the purpose of the Lord
Supper. In addition, communion always draws our attention to the greatest
love ever seen, the death of the sinless Son of God on the Cross for you and
me.

THESIS - The Lord’s Supper is God’s invitation to remember what Jesus
has done for us. It is the ultimate example of His love for you and me. We
must never forget this!

1. THE NEED TO REMEMBER (23, 24, 25)

In these short verses, Paul uses a key word to focus the church on the
significance of, not the Supper, but the Savior. After the bread and the cup, he
guotes Jesus as saying, “Do this in remembrance of me.” The call to
remembrance is a call to ground us in reality; it is not our work, our goodness,
our anything that saves us. It is Christ alone. This anchors us in humility, and
fixes our eyes on Jesus.

2. THE SACRIFICE LOVE MAKES (24)

Jesus also says that He is giving His body and His blood in His death “for
you.” In other words, His death on the cross was not for His benefit, but for
yours. His love was shown and His sacrifice made because His heart and life
were focused on you. He willingly made this sacrifice for us, which we could
not make for ourselves. He gave His life, so you could live yours.

3. THE REDEMPTION LOVE OFFERS (25)

Paul reminds the Corinthian church that in doing this Jesus established a
“new covenant in His blood.” This “new testament (or covenant)” is found in
the life-blood He gave for us. For without the shedding of blood, there is no



redemption for sins (Hebrews 9:22). His love for us was so great that He paid
the price to “buy us back” (“redeem”) us from our sin. Only His death does
that. “Greater love has no one than this: that a man lays down his life for his
friends.” (John 15:13)

4. THE DIFFERENCE IT MUST MAKE (26)

His sacrificial death makes an eternal difference for us, as this demonstration
of love wipes away our penalty of sin forever! But our participation in the
Lord’s Supper becomes a witness and testimony from us before the world,
too. It is a proclamation of two great realities we must always remember:
Christ died for us, the just for the unjust, to bring you to God (1 Peter 3:18) and
He is coming again for you and me, and so we shall ever be with the Lord (1
Thessalonians 4:17). How could we possibly forget or neglect such a great
salvation?



WEEK FOUR
REPENTING OF ABANDONED LOVE: LUKE 5:1-11

(If used in conjunction with leading a 4-week workshop, preach this the week
of the second session of the workshop.)

This early encounter of Simon Peter with Jesus is a crossroads moment in his
life. This future disciple is changed forever through the patient, loving pursuit
of Jesus. Simon is captivating by the teaching of Jesus, but like most of us,
when it comes to our own world we make assumptions, have expectations,
and a variety of experiences that cause us often to trust our own “expertise”
more than what God has to say to us. When we allow Jesus the freedom to
show us who He is, it changes everything we thought we understood about
self, life, and of course, Him, as well.

THESIS - God desires to do a great work in our lives, but we must repent
from the sin and barriers that keep us from allowing God to do this work
in our lives.

1. THE GRACE OF GOD ON OUR LIVES (1-3)

Simon is blessed to hear Jesus proclaim God’s Word; he even got to share his
own boat for this opportunity. In a way, Jesus had invited him to participate
with Him in His work. What a blessing that must have been! But we have been
given the same grace: to hear God’s Word proclaimed in the power of the Holy
Spirit and to accept the invitation to join Him in His work. God’s care for you,
even to the smallest details, is greater than you imagine.

2. THE COMMAND OF GOD IN OUR LIVES (4)

Jesus commands Simon, the “professional” fisherman, to fish again, even
though they have just finished a night of unsuccessful fishing with nothing to
show for it. The issue comes down to trust. Will you and | trust God with the
unknown, the future, or will we stay comfortably resolute in declaring we know
better than our Lord and remain where we are? The invitation to join God in
His work always brings you and me, like Simon, to a “crisis of belief.” What we
do next reveals the true nature of our heart.



3. THE ASSUMPTIONS THAT BLOCK GOD IN OUR LIVES (5)

Logic and experience both dictate to Simon that this request is a mistake.
Time of day and the wisdom of companions declare the same. Excuses and
rationalizations are our ordinary response, and we stand ready to reaffirm our
expertise if and when things go horribly wrong, as we often assume they will.
But God is not constrained by our assumptions or expectations. Your
experiences and expertise are not what He’s counting on. He’s looking for
trust, and a ready, teachable heart that is open to see and learn new things
only the Master can share.

4. THE NECESSITY OF REPENTANCE (6-10)

The miraculous catch of fish does more than shock Simon Peter; it humbles
him, so he falls at Jesus’ knees in a boat! It breaks his spirit of pride and self-
sufficiency as he cries out to the Lord, for he sees Jesus as He truly is, and
that inevitably causes Simon to see himself clearly, too. He is a sinful man, in
need of forgiveness and healing in his heart, something only God can give.
Repentance is the only right response when our sinful selves recognize with
awe and wonder the presence of our holy God among us.

5. THE REASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE UPON OUR LIVES (11

Instead of chastising or shaming Simon, Jesus comforts him. In mercy, he tells
him not to fear but instead invites him to follow. Jesus does the same with us;
He calls us to abandon our fears, often built off the assumptions, expectations,
and experiences of our own strengths and weaknesses. Instead, He calls us to
follow Him as He leads us to new understanding, new realizations, and new
experiences. We can’t grow to be more like Jesus and stay where we are! We
must repent; then, follow Him.
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WEEK FIVE
REPENTING AS A CHURCH FAMILY: 1 JOHN 4:7-21

(If used in conjunction with leading a 4-week workshop, preach this the week
of the third session of the workshop.)

In the midst of writing the church (likely at Ephesus) about assurance of
salvation, the apostle John delves deeply into the role of God’s love for us, His
people. Throughout the short letter, he has held up life as a series of contrasts:
light and darkness, confession and lying, love and hate. It is this last contrast
that grabs our attention in chapter four. Here, in a chapter that uses the word
“agape love,” God’s kind of love, more often than any other chapter in the
Bible (including 1 Corinthians 13), he calls on God’s people to be moved to
action by contrite, repentant hearts that truly live in the power of forgiveness
and the example of Jesus Christ Himself. How motivated we are by the love of
God declares the genuineness of our relationship to Jesus Christ and His
church.

THESIS - Our life together as the family of God proclaims to the world
the difference love truly makes. Nothing in the New Testament could be
more emphatic for God’s people than His expectation that we love one
another.

1. THE SOURCE OF OUR LOVE (7-8)

There were four words for love in the ancient Greek-speaking world. The three
other words all find their source in self—what | do and who | am—as we relate
to others. However, the kind of love mentioned here finds its source in God
(“agape”). It is the kind of love that survives and thrives; suffers and sacrifices;
is enduring and eternal; and, is unconditional and uncompromising. We need
this kind of love! Only through a relationship with Jesus Christ is it available to
you and me.

2. THE DEMONSTRATION OF TRUE LOVE (9-10)

The ultimate expression of God’s love—what it is like and how it is lived out—
was seen in Jesus. This love sent Him into the world. This love then sent Him to
the Cross to be the atoning sacrifice (propitiation) for our (not His!) sins. This
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love clearly initiates with God, not with us. It has been revealed to us, because
God loves you and wants you to live through Him.

3. THE BARRIERS TO OUR LOVE (12-20)

God wants us to love others with this kind of love. But we cannot, or will not, if
we don’t demonstrate that love (it’s not enough just to say we love another).
John gives at least three barriers we must address as Christ-followers. First,
we can fail to remain (abide) in Him. When this happens, His love fails to grow
within us. Second, we give in to fear and subsequent punishment and
judgment, because we lack confidence before God while living in this world.
Third, we fail to show our love for our fellow Christ-followers in action.

4. THE PROOF OF THAT LOVE (11, 21)

It is this final point that John hammers home to his readers: we must also love
our brothers and sisters, as Christ loves. Hatred, lack of forgiveness, gossip,
indifference, malice, resentment, bitterness, lack of compassion: all these and
more are unacceptable in the family of God. We are to show our love in
tangible ways to all who are a part of God’s family. When we do, God may
bless us, because of our obedience. But when we refuse to, He definitely will
NOT bless our ungodly and selfish behavior. Do we need to repent and get our
hearts right with God so He can bless us again?
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WEEK SIX
RENEWING OUR LOVE: JOHN 21:1-19

(If used in conjunction with leading a 4-week workshop, preach this the week
of the fourth session of the workshop.)

In the midst of our Savior’s several post-resurrection appearances to His
followers, we find this story of Simon Peter and six of his fellow Christ-
followers. It is a fitting “bookend experience” to Jesus’ beginning encounter
with Simon, which we found in Luke 5 a few weeks ago. Now three years later,
Simon has gone through many dramatic experiences that have brought
change to his life. These include the healing of his mother-in-law, being given a
new name (“Peter”), walking (and sinking!) on water, and of course, boldly
declaring, then denying, his relationship with Jesus.

Now Jesus finds him back at a familiar place from his former profession as
a fisherman. The pursuit by the Savior is with intent: to offer Peter an
opportunity for restoration in their relationship and renewal in his service for
the Lord. God offers us this kind of challenge, too! The forgiveness and
reconciliation we experience should move us to do what God has placed us
here on earth to do for His glory and for our good.

THESIS - Love must be renewed continually. If it truly is, then this love
motivates us to live out our calling for Jesus with joy and purpose.

1. A FRESH ENCOUNTER WITH JESUS (1-8)

Jesus is looking for Peter, just as He today is looking for you and me. He
makes Himself known to us by His presence, His voice, and His provision (as
He does here). He prepares for us to have a meaningful encounter with Him,
and thoughtfully considers our needs and His supply. He is always on time
when we need it; are we attentive to His presence and what He wants to say
to us? When He calls us, He will always provide what we need.

2. ANEED TO FELLOWSHIP WITH OUR SAVIOR (9-14)

One of the most important things we need is to commune with our Savior. If
we get lost in our duty or task first, we miss the more important priority: to sit
with the Savior, to fellowship with Him, and to learn what is needful in our lives
and ministry for Him. Jesus takes care of our needs, but sees beyond what is
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simply obvious, to the purpose for which He has us here “for such a time as
this.” Remember: He has already shown He can do the miraculous, if we will
obey Him.

3. AN OPPORTUNITY TO AFFIRM OUR LOVE FOR CHRIST (15-17)

Jesus affords “Simon” Peter three chances to respond to his three denials
before Jesus’ death. While the words for love Jesus uses are different (the
third is ”phileo,” not “agapao,” as used in the first two questions), Peter’s
response is consistently, yes, you know that | love (“phileo”) you. Jesus
accepts this affirmation without rebuke, but with a challenge we shall turn to
in @ minute. Peter’s declaration of His love face-to-face with Jesus brings Him
the realization of forgiveness, and the motivation of gratitude.

4. A DEMONSTRATION OF SERVICE FOR THE MASTER (15-19)

In these same verses, Jesus issues a command to Peter in response to his
threefold declaration of love, “Feed/Tend My lambs/sheep.” This then,
becomes his calling in the life ahead: to teach and take care of God’s flock,
both new ones and the older ones—not in age, but in relationship with Jesus.
Note that they “belong” to Jesus, not Peter, but he is to steward them well, to
grow and care for them as needed and necessary. (The sheep cannot do this
themselves.) But for Peter to take up the mantle of his service for Jesus, he
cannot forget his fundamental calling...Jesus says it is to “follow Me.” The
same is true for us. Let us live out our calling, and out of love for our precious
Savior, do what He asks us to do.
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WEEK SEVEN
CELELBRATING RENEWED LOVE: REVELATION 2:1-7

(If used in conjunction with leading a 4-week workshop, preach this the week
after the workshop, to tie it all together.)

When we think of strong and significant churches in the New Testament,
Ephesus almost always comes to mind. Started by the apostle Paul, likely
planting many churches in Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey), and pastored/led
by people like Timothy and the apostle John, the church at Ephesus was a
leader in Kingdom efforts during the first century. Now 40-50 years after Paul
planted the church, it is known for its activity and orthodoxy, both admirable
and needed qualities in the life of God’s people. The problem is they had
abandoned their primary love for Jesus in the midst of this! How can this
happen? Perhaps it’s a simple as we forget (or neglect) why we do what we
do. Or perhaps, instead, we substitute other things like the Ephesians, because
we can control them or because at the very least, they redirect attention to us,
instead of our Savior.

THESIS - Love for God comes first! Our beliefs and our service—come
what may—flow out of that love and gratitude for Him.

1. ACKNOWLEDGE JESUS FOR WHO HE IS (1)

The good news here is twofold: Jesus walks among the lampstands (His
churches), and He holds the stars (likely the pastors) in His hand. This is both a
tremendous honor and privilege, as well as a humble and accountable
responsibility. Everything we know and do in life finds its beginning in the
knowledge of our Creator/Sustainer, Jesus. The churches and its leaders
belong to Him.

2. HE HAS HIS EYES ON US (2-3, 6)

Jesus knows what is going on in His church. He sees the good and the bad.
Even the good, though, may not be the most important thing to Him. While
we do well to work hard and endure, even in the face of adversity, and to hold
fast to the truth of God’s Word and oppose heresy in any form, we must
recognize this is not what God desires most from us. The good can become
the enemy of the best.
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3. KEEP THE MAIN THING THE MAIN THING (4)

The Ephesian church had abandoned the primary love they were to have for
Jesus. They had not “lost” this love, but had forsaken it. Perhaps they
substituted their “doing” or their “thinking” for what God wanted most: their
love. While both are special and needed, they focus on duty and obligation,
instead of relationship. Jesus wants “us,” not just the product of our lives. Are
we growing in our love for Him and others?

4. PRESCRIPTION FOR RELATIONSHIP (5)

We must remember where we were when Jesus captured our hearts, and note
how far we are from that now. Inevitably if we want to recover that, we must
repent of the distance that has grown between us and God, or the
substitutes—no matter how well intended—that have replaced Him in our lives.
Then, we can renew the “doing” side of what God has expected of us from the
beginning, not just what we desire to do for our own benefit. If we have done
this over these weeks, God is certainly pleased.

5. THE PROMISE GOD PROVIDES (7)

God promises us all the nourishment we will ever need—eternally—if we follow
His commands. In fact, He notes that we conquer these obstacles, as we listen
to and follow His wise counsel. Moreover, His earnest desire is that we rejoice
in the privilege of close fellowship with Him for all eternity. Are we listening?
Jesus is calling for us to “follow Him.”
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WEEK EIGHT
CELEBRATING THE GIVER OF LOVE: PHILIPPIANS 1:9-11

(If used in conjunction with leading a 4-week workshop, preach this 10 days
after the workshop on the final day of the 50 days of prayer.)

The apostle Paul writes to the church in Philippi to thank them for a gift they
sent to him while he is in prison as a result of sharing the Gospel. He takes the
opportunity to remind the entire church that they can live in joy, no matter
what the circumstances; his experience is a vivid example of this. As he begins
his letter to encourage, as well as challenge them on a few things, he prays for
them in these verses we are looking at today. This prayer is deep, rich, and
meaningful for us, even now, as we seek to celebrate God, our love for Him,
and the primary place He deserves in our hearts.

THESIS - We must not let our love grow cold; rather, we need to stoke the
fire of our love for God and for people as we mature in our life for Him.

1. LET KNOWLEDGE AND DISCERNMENT HELP GROW YOUR LOVE (9)

Paul’s prayer is more about spiritual matters than physical concerns. He knows
our character is more important than our comfort; moreover, our character will
impact our conduct. Love, the primary need in our own character
development, needs to grow in sync with our knowledge (information) and
discernment (insights, wisdom, and application). If it doesn’t, this will create
pride, which produces selfishness in love. And if love doesn’t grow in
knowledge and discernment, it stays weak, naive, and immature.

2. DON'T SETTLE FOR LESS THAN GOD’S BEST IN THE DAYS AHEAD (10)

The desired result in Paul’s prayer is twofold: that our minds embrace the
better things God has ahead, not settling for anything else but God’s desires;
and that our hearts (motives, intentions, attitudes, and actions) be pure and
blameless as we live in the day of Christ. Paul here refers to the Day of the
Lord, which has already begun (now) and moves on toward the culmination of
time with Christ’s return (future). This prayer in clearly centered on God for
you and me, and on what He can do in our lives ahead, if we will allow Him.
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3. EXPERIENCE THE FRUIT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS THROUGH JESUS CHRIST
an

The subsequent behavior will be the result of right living by God'’s people, as
Jesus leads and guides our every move and decision, every action and
attitude. As Head of the Body, He will fill us with what we need, as we submit
to His Lordship over the church. As Giver of all good things, God manifests the
fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22) in our actions through the leadership of our Savior
among His people. In simple terms, when God’s love grows in us, Jesus is
evident to others in our actions.

4. DO ALL TO THE GLORY AND PRAISE OF OUR GREAT AND WONDERFUL
GOD (11)

Finally, the apostle reminds us in his prayer that what God is doing in us is for
His glory. What we do for Him in our mind, heart, and steps are also for Him.
It’s why we exist, to bring glory to our God, who loved us so much that He
sent His Son to die for us. After all, around here we like to say, what is there
about a dying church that glorifies God? Rather, let us lift His name high! Let
us love one another well! Let us share His good news everywhere we go! And
let us bring praise and glory to our amazing, loving God with every breath we
take!

18



DY NAMB

www.churchreplanters.com | replant@namb.net

19



